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To all sailors wherever ye may be, and all salts, sea lawyers, swabs, land lubbers, square knot admirals,
gundeckers, mermaids, flying dragons, spirits of the deep, devil chasers and all other creatures and
scavengers of the seven seas be it known: by all ye earthly mortals and others who may be distinguished and
honored by its presence that Key West Sailing Club is hereby a naval cadet in the Navy of the Conch
Republic and, for this good and sufficient reason, is entitled by the laws of the sea to all rights and privileges
thereof. Be it further understood: that by virtue of the power invested in me, | do hereby command all money
lenders, wine sellers, cabaret owners, and all my other subjects to show honor, and respect all its wishes at
all times. These orders are with the treasures and honorable records contained in Davey Jones’ locker.
Disobey these orders at extreme penalty of my displeasure.

Reef Perkins, Commander, Conch Republic Navy
August 17 2008 Full Story on Page 3
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Headlines from the July Flag
Officers’ Meeting

¢ Financial report

e New T Shirts available

¢ New Optis added to the fleet

e Winter Youth Program
If you need a full set of minutes just send a
request to:

Keywestiohn@gmail.com

Tropical Storm Fay

The Lion Roared and gave birth to a kitten!
Fortunately, as everyone knows, Fay was over
almost before it began and was not much more
than a rain event. Lower Duval and Front Street
did get flooded, but that is fairly normal anytime
there is rain. Following the Regatta on Sunday a
number of members stayed on at the club to get
things tied down and put away in readiness for
the approaching hurricane. The Oday was
taken out and secured to a mooring, the
Victorias and Cape Dory were secured, all the
Optis were stacked up against the fence, Lasers
and Sunfish were hauled further into the yard,
tied together and tethered to a tree. All the
boats in the yard were pushed back to the
fence, the club house had all loose items put
away. That was about as much as we could do.
On this occasion Key West was lucky again.

But you never know, it could have been bad so
the precautions were needed. Thanks to all the
people who helped to “button down the
hatches”.

Flag Officer Profile: Lenny Carey, At Large

Lenny Cary, along with his wife Joan, has been a
member of the sail club since it started in 1979. He is a
native of Key West and was the PE teacher at Horace
Obryant Middle School for thirty years. For fifteen years
he was able to teach sailing as part of the PE
curriculum. Lenny has had a number of boats in his life,
all catamarans. His current boat is the Gemini 29 on the
dock at the club. He has also owned a Turrismo 30, a
Great Barrier Express 27 and Hobie Cats. He used to
race Hobie 21s. Lenny served as Membership Flag
Officer for eleven years and has never held back from
volunteering his time and energy. He helped clear the
land, build the club house and spar shed, put up fences,
repair boats and do whatever needed to be done at the
time to help the club. He was recently involved
rebuilding the docks. | caught him wading around in the
water one Saturday a few weeks ago installing pilings.
His wish for the club would be for us to have 400
members...as long as they all do not want to sail at the
same time! If you have not met Lenny, do say hello to
him next time you see him at the club

Club Boats Need Some Help...

We still need some help with boat repairs. While it is
tough to work in the heat of the day, we could meet
early in the morning and work for a couple of hours.
The yellow Victoria still needs somebody to complete
the repair of the rudder and install the new rigging.
Please contact Dave McMullen if you can help.
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Youth Program Regatta

On Sunday August 17 the club held the end of

course regatta for the youth program. Celine k
Peccatte having moved to Colorado had to leave ' ' :
these last joyous moments to Stephanie. What a
day we had. With a hurricane threatening, the
wind was gusting with the occasional squall in
Garrison bight. However, it did not stop these
hearty young sailors from getting out there and
doing their stuff. There really was a terrific
atmosphere at the club, the energy was visceral.
Some club members arrived early to help with
getting tables and chairs set up, others arrived to
help set the course and manage the race. Rear
Commodore, Ed Gully, pitched in to cook burgers
and hot dogs and many members brought side

dishes, brownies, pasta salad (did | mention the The young competitors sailed back and forth along
brownies?)onions and tomatoes for the burgers, the start line counting down the seconds to the whistle
brownies, cookies, chips and dips, brownies, fruit, ~ Signaling the start. The races got under way, the rain
fresh bananas from the back yard, and oh, yes, | held off and there was much encouragement from
nearly forgot the warm brownies, mmm!. | do not friends and parents from the docks as each person
know who made them but they were goo, oo 0,0d! crossed the line and positions were recorded.

There were many moments in the day’s When all the Competitors were back at the dock
proceedings that gave me, and | am sure many putting their boats and gear away | overheard one
others, great joy. For example; when it was time mother commenting to another how great it was to

the call went out for the skippers meeting and the see the kids both competing and cooperating with
word went around the yard “let's go, Skippers each other. Once the race was over they helped each
meeting’, “quick we do want to miss the skippers other de-rig the boats and put all the gear back where
meeting”, “skippers meeting everyone”. This was it belongs. “It was like this from the start and if only
the kids telling each other it was time; so exciting! they were as cooperative at home” she quipped. That
Sailing has no age barrier. It does not matter if comment caught the moment for me. It creates a joy
you are nine or ninety when it is time to race and in the heart to see these youngsters, ages from 6 to
compete against your friends for trophies and 14 and some started sailing just a few weeks ago, out
bragging rights, it just gets you going. there taking responsibility for themselves; solving

problems and in the process growing in confidence
and self assurance. You have to love it. But|am
getting going with the gooey stuff again so here are
the names of all participants and where they ended up
in the race.

We had 4 heats with the best two racers from each
race in a final with 8 participants. However, while
winning is the goal, participating is as important, so
everyone got a trophy for participation. First three
places from the final got special trophies.

results and photos on page 4

Feedback Please: Would you like to see a list of members business listed each month in the newsletter? We are toying
around with the idea of saving the last page of the newsletter for members’ listings and or buy/sell/swap boat gear. Our first thoughts
are to have it as a free service to members. Perhaps we should charge? What do you think? Email: keywestjohn@gmail.com
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Thanks to Regatta
Sponsors

The regatta raised
over $600 in raffle
tickets for prizes
that were donated
by West Marine,
Key West Marine
Supply, The Kitchen
Store and Sebago.
It is their generosity,
along with all the
help from
volunteers, that
makes the sail club
truly a community
asset.

Youth Program Regatta Participants

Race 1: Marcus Brisson, Alan Demier, Ryan Rodriguez, Aidan
Almeda, Miranda Ottice, Joey Combs

Race 2: Andrew Maguire, Zack Livingston, lvan DemierGuy,
Hermelin, Ben Hermelin, Julian Almeda

Race 3: Brian Maguire, Lyall Rogers, Derek Torres, Riley Schill,
Clayton Barrera, Bronza Fox, Gill Hermelin

Race 4: Sol Hermelin, Melanie Eamilao, Jonathan Gunderson,
Olivia Mealor, Kelsey Morris
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Member (s) of the Month: Jesse and Bobby Coombs

0 11 While deciding who we would feature

' as member of the month both Bobby
(left) and Jessie Coombs’ name came
up and we thought it would be a good
idea to include them both. If we
counted, “on the water having fun
“Jesse and Bobby would be in first
place. Encouraged by their mother
Jaime and father Joe, they have
literally grown up in the club and now
Jesse’ young son Joey is carrying on
their tradition. Bobby and Jesses’
parents have supported the club in
numerous ways in the many years
they have been members and the
brothers are never slow to both
volunteer their time and to help others
around the club when asked.

Bobby attended the University of Miami on a music scholarship and Jesse has sailed at the college
level. He also ran the Youth program last year and both the brothers were at the Regatta on Sunday to
help out with the races and to encourage young Joey and all the kids. In an article in Southwinds
Magazine, Jesse was described as one the " up and coming sailors to watch" . Jesse was accepted at
the Coast Guard Academy. Both these guys are usually out sailing when most people are on shore
watching the winds howl!! On page six in the newsletter you will find a photo of Bobby and his dad
rigging a boat with Matt and Karine . They were getting ready to go sailing on Sunday after the Regatta
because the wind was getting lively!

View from the Bridge...

The summer Youth Program came to a close with a very successful regatta on Sunday, August 17th. We
are now preparing for a fall Youth Program and we intend to keep kids learning to sail year round. Teaching
people to sail may be the most important thing that our club can do for the community and of course the
more new members we have sailing the more the club can do for the community. We really need to start
focusing on adult sailing lessons. We have a good number of adult members that have never really learned
important fundamentals and safety practices. In other words, we need to offer a comprehensive course that
is available year round. Dave Oatway has been teaching a very good US sailing course. He does a great
job and receives no compensation, (Thank you, Dave!) Wouldn't it be great if we had multiple courses of
different types going on year round? It's hard to develop and build any program without clearly defined
goals. At this point the only thing really clear to me is that we need more and better sailors and more
members that are enthusiastic enough to get involved in building the Sailing Club for the community of Key
West. Yes, we still need a Fleet Captain, a Dock Master and possibly a Rear Commodore. If you're
interested in giving back to the club contact me at 1commodore@bellsouth.net . Please remember we are a
VOLUNTEER organization.
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Bobby Coombs and friends getting ready to sail the Cape Dory,
taking advantage of the pre hurricane windy conditions

If anyone wants
some coconuts
removed from
their trees, here is
your guy! Joey
Coombs checking
out the trees in the
club following the
racing on Sunday.
He did no harm
and seemed to be
having a lot of
fun. Maybe he was
ensuring it was
safe and could
withstand a

hurricane?
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Optis all rigged and ready to go

Rear Commodore Ed Gully firing up the gas grill for the Regatta
Bar. B.Q

Aft Err Thoughts...

Take another look at those smiling faces on page
4. Perhaps you could send me an email with
some thoughts or comments they evoke for you.

As with all newsletters, the editor is dependent on
readers sending their information and news. If
you are reading this, you could also think about
sending me some photos, snippets of
information, and yarns you think other members
would be interested in. Email me (John
Alexander) keywestjohn@gmail.com
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