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October 2008

Key West Sailing Club News
               News, Gossip and fun from Garrison Bight

This Month At Garrison Bight
Things have been fairly quiet at the club over the past 
month.  Those that could have managed to get away 
from the heat for a while.  
  However, we have managed to get a few projects 
done, for example, the new mast for the yellow 
Victoria has finally been re installed although the
rudder has yet to be finished.  It needs sanding, 
painting and installing.  Minor repairs have also been 
made to the Oday.  If you have not sailed the Oday, 
you need to give it a try. The shallow draft, center 
board and swing rudder make it a perfect boat for our 
skinny water.  The tiller was repaired on the white 
Victoria, a bolt came off, nothing serious, but at least 
someone saw the problem and fixed it. 
We still have plenty of maintenance to do and hope 

that, as the season changes and the weather cools a 
little, we will be able to get back out there and do 
more work on the docks and yard.
  Wednesday night racing continues thanks to Ed 
who, in addition to being Rear Commodore, has also 
been heading up the race committee with Julie.  Oh 
but how we miss the after race food and social hour!  
We need somebody to step up and relieve Ed of the 
race committee responsibility.  The idea is for 
somebody to be the primary organizer, Flag Officer,
and recruit a small team of four or five other 
members who feel comfortable driving the committee 
boat and who could rotate, say once a month to run 
races.  It really can be a very pleasant task as long 
as you are the kind of person who will recruit others 
and delegate.
  If you have an interest, do not worry about your 
knowledge of racing, it is not hard, just send me an
email keywestjohn@gmail.com or contact Dave 
McMullen 1commodore@bellsouth.net   to find out 
more.

Also in this issue

 View From The Bridge
 Flag Officer Profile
 How to tie a Bowline YouTube link
 Boat check out process

Ho hum…just another Key West Sunset!

Key Points from the October Flag 
officers Meeting.

 Agreed to buy new sails for the Oday  and 
Yellow Victoria

 Decided to change the boat check out 
process

 Update on production of our Burgee
 Need some volunteers for two open board 

positions
 How to get club expenses reimbursed
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Check out these web sites...

Browsing around on the internet I came across the following web sites.  You may find them interesting.  
The first one is for a YouTube video on How to tie a Bowline.  It is the best I have seen.   
www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Laq3AFmoUw

Active Captain enables you to look at thousands of marinas and points of special interest.  I added the sail 
club to Garrison Bight.  www.activecaptain.com

Sailmonster has plenty of videos.  You can while away many hours.  www.sailmonster.com

Also, West Marine is a major sponsor of the documentary Morning Light.  Keep an eye open for this Disney 
film at your local movie theatre.  Morning Light captures the excitement and beauty of the sport of sailing.  
From what has been seen so far, this will be among the best sailing motion pictures ever made.  One of 
West Marine’s own associates, Chuck Hawley, was the lead coach for the crew’s safety training in Hawaii, 
along with world class offshore sailors Stan Honey & Ralfie Steiz.  Morning Light has all the classic 
elements of a great adventure; competition, danger, emotional challenges, camaraderie and excitement.

Hugh is a Flag Office At Large and has lived in 
Key West since 2002.  He met, and married, his 
wife Suzanne a couple of years ago.  He moved 
here from Ontario, Canada where he learned to 
sail a 420 at the local military yacht club.   
  His first sailing experiences were with his dad in 
a wooden sailboat, built in the 40s.  He has 
owned a couple of boats including a 20ft Oday, 
and a 32 ft Prout Catamaran which he sailed to 
Key West from Nova Scotia.  He had planned on 
an extended cruise in the Caribbean and, like 
many Key West residents, was seduced by the 
keys life style.  He currently owns a 20ft power 
boat which he uses for fishing and wakeboarding. 
You will often see him out on Wednesday night
racing a Lazer. 
  Hugh has a background in real estate as a 
realtor and a developer.  He currently has a 
business as a Building Inspector.  He uses an 
infrared camera to help find problems such as 
water damage and mold. 
He believes one of the things that make the club 

special is that so many members from different 
backgrounds work together to promote teach & 
learn sailing.  A future wish for the club would be 
to have a docking system that holds all our boats 
so it is easy to put in and take boats out without 
the need to walk in the muck or haul a boat up a 
slippery ramp.

Flag Officer Profile:  Hugh Johnson Flag Officer At Large

An accomplished artist, you can find his work currently hanging 
in the Key West Art Club, 301 Front St.  His medium is water 
color and infrared imagery.  Below is one of his paintings of 
Schooner Warf.
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Updated Boat Check-Out Process

We are experimenting with a new check in check out 
procedure at the club. The objectives are:

1. To make it clear which boats are in use, those that 
need work and those that are available

2. Ensure we have a record of club use for the city if 
one is ever needed

3. To keep things informal and avoid overburdening 
everyone with too much paperwork

  Next time you come to the club you will see a white board 
over in the corner with a chart; see example below.  All the boat names are in permanent marker 
and there are white board markers for you to complete the date, time and name columns.  When 
you come back from sailing you just erase your name, date and time.
  If there was a problem with the boat you used and it needs to come out of service, erase the OK 
status and write out of service in the column and use the date, time and name columns to describe 
what needs to be done before it can come back into service again.
For example:

Boat Name Status Date Time Your Name
Oday OK
Yellow Victoria Out of Service Needs sails and repair to rudder
White Victoria OK
Cape Dory OK
420 #1 OK
Sunfish #1 OK

                            And so on for all of our boats.

One other Thing…

Attached to the board you will 
also find a book for you to 
write your name, the name of 
any guests and the date.  This 
is for the city, just in case 
they should ever need to see a 
record of the club use.

View From The Bridge.

Winter Racing Series will begin soon.  I'm looking 
forward to what should be our first winter weekly racing 
series.  There will be racing every weekend with a big 
race once a month.  Details will be forthcoming.  We are 
coming off a building Wednesday Night series and I 
expect the enthusiasm to snowball with our returning 
winter sailors.  Needless to say, the more racing we do 
the more volunteers we will need and of course with 
more volunteers the more we will be able to expand 
activities.  Wouldn't it be great to have something going 
on for everyone such as seminars, pot-luck dinners, 
cruising raft ups, kayak/snorkeling trips, etc?  There's no 
reason we can't make it happen, it just takes your 
involvement.

Commodore Dave McMullen

Sshh...It is a secret…

One of our long standing and very shy 
members who does not want me to 
mention his name, has quietly been doing 
repairs, maintenance and cleaning to one 
of  our boats over the past few weeks.  I 
cannot tell you which boat (but it does start 
with an O.
  This particular member has been working 
in the afternoon heat to make many small 
repairs.  So while I am not free to tell you 
his name, I do think it is important to at 
least acknowledge that someone has been 
at work and we all get the benefit of his 
labor. 
  He told me “it was not important to make 
a fuss because that is just something that 
needed doing and it is not a big deal”.
  I disagree with him of course but I did 
promise Jack Worth I would not mention 
his name…oops!
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                Wednesday Night Racing Photos

Julie Gully describing the course

It was a breezy night, the wind blowing hard into 
the clubhouse

Just 
have to 
figure 
out how 
all this 
goes 
together

Early Birds
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Ed is very happy tonight; with a good wind we 
could expect some exciting racing

Hurry 
Up and 
take 
your 
time!

It is going 
to be a wet 
night on a 
lazer…

Wonder what he is looking at?

Probably the same things

The wind was actually gusting to 25 knts, very blustery and 
a challenge.  All the photos are courtesy of Hugh Johnson. 
I could not be there, had to go to Boca Grande on Blue Ice.  
Had a great sail, waves ripping over the bow, and made it 
there in record time….more of that story and photos next 
time.                 John Alexander




